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September 25, 2016 As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord Joshua 24 

Today, there was no sermon to speak of.  There was an interview with Kenny and Samantha Neel, who 
dedicated their 3 children, Rose, Savannah and David to the Lord.  What follows is a short meditation. 

 

Today is a very special morning.  We are taking a break from our series on God’s Heart for the poor to 
celebrate with Kenny and Samantha.   

I thought I would like to take just a few minutes this morning to reflect on a verse and passage of scripture.  
The book of Joshua tells the story of the conquest of the promised land.  Chapter 24:  Story of the last 
recorded act of Joshua. 

Joshua is 110 years old (age of a long blessed life in ancient culture).  Joshua has spent his life taking over from 
Moses, has led the Israelites from the desert, into the promised land. This is his Farewell Address. 

Joshua summoned all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, including their elders, leaders, judges, and officers. So 
they came and presented themselves to God. 

There, the aging Joshua reminded the people of everything that God has done for them.   He starts with 
Abraham’s father Terah, then reminds them about taking Abraham from beyond the Euphrates River where 
they worshipped other gods to the land of Canaan.  Then The Lord gave Abraham many descendants:  Isaac 
and Jacob.   

Then Joshua reminded them that Yahweh sent Moses and Aaron and brought terrible plagues on Egypt.  Then 
he led them across the Jordan River, conquered Jericho, and fought against the inhabitants of the land, until 
all the tribes had their own land. 

Let’s read Joshua 24:11-14   

Apparently, among the Israelites, some still possessed household idols. – figures of wood and stone that they 
called gods.  The Israelites had a history of worshipping other Gods.  Remember in the desert.  What did they 
build while Moses was on the mountain receiving the 10 commandments?  →   Golden Calf.   

Joshua 24:15   

This day, Joshua set a challenge before the people.  Choose.  The other gods or the King of Kings. 

We must Choose this day  ….  We have many things to choose from.  Today, Kenny and Samantha are 
declaring that they have chosen to serve the LORD.  By dedicating their children, they are saying, We and our 
family – we will serve the Lord. In marriage, they have said, WE will serve the LORD together as husband and 
wife.  

As for me and My house, we will serve the Lord.  

Kenny and Samantha have made some major decisions in their lives to serve God.  For them, that involved 
saying “no” to some things, and saying “yes” to others.  

For each of us, that idol, that addiction, habit that keeps us from God may be different.   But the call is the 
same.  We all serve somebody.   

We all serve somebody.  

Bob Dylan wrote a song called, Your’re gonna have to serve somebody.  

Baptism: 2 weeks ago, Emma, Lili, Quinn and Cassie declared who they serve.  The one who gives living 
Water.   
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RETREAT:  Gathered together to say, we are a family.  We have chosen as a church family whom we will 
serve.  Together.   

Q:  Who do you choose?  This day?   

The people gathered with Joshua responded.   

Joshua 24:16-18  Can you picture this event?  Aging Joshua, pleading with his people.  Serve the LORD!  Put 
away your other “Gods”.   

I don’t know what your other gods are.  Money, Things, politics, alcohol, drugs,  Food, Entertainment 
pornography 

Joshua 24:25-26 

That stone remained there as a reminder of the promise, the covenant renewal that they made there at 
Shechem. It is a witness to them of the promise that they and their house were to serve the LORD. The 
Israelites made a number of memorials.  This is the 8th memorial in the book of Joshua.  

 The first memorial was 12 stones that they took from the middle of the Jordan River (one for each 
tribe)  set up a 12 stone monument in their camp.  

 There was the stone altar on Mt. Ebal. the renewal of the covenant.  Chapter 8.  
½ the people were on Mt. Gerazim - blessings, ½ on Mt. Ebal - curses 

 Chapter 22, the 2 ½ tribes that settle East of the Jordan build and altar of Witness, that they too will 
serve the Lord.  

 Here is the final memorial of stones in Joshua, we find 1 LARGE STONE.   

Under the Oak near the Holy place of the Lord = Large Rock.   

A rock of testimony.  A rock to remember.  A rock that says, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”   

Some of us like to have some tangible reminders.  Big rocks.  Smaller rocks.   

ROCKS;  in the back:  As for me and  my house,  

INVITE you to gather around the big rock this morning and say, as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.   

 


