
conventicle

a secret or 
unlawful religious 
meeting, typically 
of people with 
nonconformist 
views



conventicle

if 
you don’t 

work,
you don’t 

eat…



We gave you 
the rule 

that 
if 

you don’t work,
you don’t eat…

a bunch of
lazy 

good-for-nothings

II Thessalonians 3:10 
(The Message)
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full
time

part time

not
working

a bunch of
lazy 

good-for-nothings

II Thessalonians 3:10 
(The Message)



Job Losses and Gains 
During Recession and Recovery 2008 - 2012

High-Wage Jobs
$21 – 55 per hour

Mid-Wage Jobs
$14 – 24 per hour

Low-Wage Jobs
under $14 per hour

Source: National Employment Law Project



food prep 
and service

personal 
care aides

home
health aides

retail
salespeople

restaurant
cooks

$8.86
per hour

$9.85
per hour

$10.29
per hour

$10.30
per hour

$10.83
per hour

Five of fastest grown jobs will pay less than $12

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



We gave you 
the rule 

that 
if 

you don’t work,
you don’t eat…

a bunch of
lazy 

good-for-nothings

II Thessalonians 3:10 
(The Message)



Now we learn that 
some of you [still]
just loaf around 

and 
won’t do any work, 

except 
the work of a busybody...

if 
you don’t work,
you don’t eat…



Now we learn that 
some of you [still]
just loaf around 

and 
won’t do any work, 

except 
the work of a busybody...

If you are a
divisive,

meddling,
gossipy

busybody,
you don’t eat…







While he was eating 
dinner, a woman came 
up carrying a bottle of 
very expensive perfume.

Opening the bottle, she 
poured it on his head.

Mark 14 



The guests became 
furious… 

“That’s criminal! 

This perfume could have 
been sold for well over a 
year’s wages and 
handed out to the 
poor.”

Mark 14 



You will have the poor 
with you every day for 
the rest of your lives. 

Mark 14 



You will have the poor 
with you every day for 
the rest of your lives. 

And whenever 
you want to… 

you can give to them. 

Mark 14 



And whenever 
you want to… 

you can give to them. 

Mark 14 

tsedaˈka

justice

fairness

righteousness



Give grudgingly

Give anonymously

Giver knows recipient

Recipient knows giver

Give before you’re asked

Give generously – after asked

Give less than you can afford –
doing so pleasantly

Help to become self-sufficient

tsedaˈka





justice

fairness

righteousness

tsedaˈka
And whenever 
you want to… 

you can give to them. 

Mark 14 



There must be, there need be,

there should be… 
no poor people 
among you
because God is going 
to bless you lavishly 
in this land… 

Deuteronomy 15:4-6



Give freely and spontaneously. 
Don’t have a stingy heart. 

The way you handle matters like this triggers God, 
your God’s, blessing in everything you do, 
all your work and ventures. 
There are always going to be poor and needy 
people among you. 

So I command you: Always be generous, open purse 
and hands, give to your neighbors in trouble, your poor 
and hurting neighbors. 

Deuteronomy 15:10-11 The Message 


