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August 14, 2016 God’s Blueprint for caring for the poor Read Lev 25:35-43 

 

Poverty: Week 2 

Sermon Series:  There Shall be no poor among you.  If you read through Scripture, you realize, that 
God’s Heart is for the poor.   

Today’s message is called God’s Blueprint for caring for the poor.  

Last Week:  Laron did an amazing job of painting a picture for us of poverty in America / Snohomish 
County.   

12 million Americans live on less than $2 / day!!! 

Understanding the official Poverty Line, est. in 1963 by Mollie Orshansky who worked in the 
social security administration.  Multiplied a low-income household’s food budget by 3 
(inexpensive food items).  54 years later, Laron pointed out, the formula does NOT COME CLOSE 
to covering basic costs.   

Today, in Monroe, A single parent with 2 children earning minimum wage, working Full time, 
cannot survive. 

Today’s expenses including rent, transportation, health care, child care, utilities is more like 8x 
the cost of basic food items, and even more than that if you live in an area of the country that 
has a higher index of living.   

A new measurement is called ALICE (United Way) Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed 
– about 1/3 of people living in Monroe live in Poverty.   

Laron has become an advocate for the poor in our community.  We are so blessed to have Laron 
and Donna in our church community.  They challenge us to do something.  To think bigger. 

God’s heart is for the poor. 

What I would like to do today, is paint a picture of God’s plan for caring for the poor (as laid out in the 
Law (Torah),  

Questions for us (throughout this series):  How would God’s directions to care for the poor apply to 
us?  Is it to be applied on a personal level, Church / community level?   Are there policy implications? 

Next Week:  take a look at whether the Israelites were able to put the Law into practice.    

PRAY 

My own story. 

I am not poor.  I have never been poor.  My parents lived on the edge of poverty during the 
depression, though they never expressed it that way.  My dad’s dad died when he was 10 or so, and 
he went to live with his mother and brother and baby sister to live with extended family.  He worked 
as a teenager to help make ends meet and worked his way through College, served in WWII, then 
got a job at Boeing.   
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By the time I came along – as the 4th child, we were a solidly middle class family.  I had no material 
needs.  Car in the driveway, brick house, 2 parents.  I never lacked food, shelter, clothing.  My father 
climbed the ladder at Boeing.  He started work there as a test pilot and ended his career there 40 
years later as a Vice-President.  We moved into a bigger house. 

By the time I went to High School, we were no longer middle class.  We had moved up in the world, 
to upper middle class.  All the neighbors wanted to come to our house.  

I was privileged to attend a private university, paid for by my father.   

But something happened to my view of money in the year that I became a Christian at age 17.  As I 
read the Scriptures, I began to see that I could not just live with the attitude that my money is mine 
to do with as I please.  That I was a part of God’s bigger family. 

Debbie and I began early on to try to grow in generosity.  We set as a goal not just to tithe, but to go 
beyond giving 10% into being more generous, because we were able.  We had a pastor who shared 
that he struggled to try to give 30% of his income to the Lord, so I thought that was a good goal.  I 
realized that everything we have belongs to God.  We just hold his stuff for a while.  That is what it 
means to be a steward.   

But in the last 15 or so years, when we moved back to the states, my understanding of the Gospel in 
relationship to the poor has deepened.   

When we were missionaries in Latin American, Liberation Theology was popular.  That teaching was 
splitting the church.   

 Those who embraced Liberation Theology said that the message of the Gospel was about 
liberating the poor, some even embracing the overthrow of dictatorships.   

 The other side said, no, we must preach the gospel of salvation.  That was the side that we 
were on.  And so we did that.  Amazing to see Costa Rican’s follow Christ.  We would also 
help the poor, but it was always seen as secondary to the real gospel.   

Today, I see the message of God’s heart for the poor, and am afraid that in many ways I / we missed it.  
Not just on the mission field.  Probably even more here in the United States.  If, as Laron has pointed 
out, 1/3 of Americans live in Poverty, why it is not a bigger issue to “the church” in America?   

It makes me sad.  It makes me mad.  That somehow, we as Americans have bought the culture hook, 
line and sinker.  And as we care about ourselves and for ourselves, we have lost our sense of 
community and responsibility.  

We just finished the 10 commandments.   
Q:  Do you remember what the last commandment was?  You shall NOT COVET.   

I believe that the breaking of that commandment is at the heart of the American Experience and 
thus keeps us from living out God’s heart for the poor.  

Let’s take a look at the Torah “The Law” in, beyond the 10 commandments, specifically those passages 
that relate to poverty.  There are passages that relate to both Compassion and Justice. 
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COMPASSION 

1. the Bible does a lot of REMEMBERING.  

Deut. 26:5-9. The Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us. Then 
we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction 
and our toil and our oppression; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm and with great terror and with signs and wonders; and He has brought us to... this 
land flowing with milk and honey. 

Remember:  we were poor.  Slaves.  Oppressed.   You have more compassion when you have 
been there yourself.  God said to his people:  Remember – you were poor and oppressed.   

The Jews lived in a multigenerational community where family lineage meant something.  Even 
when they were in the promised land, generations later, they were to remember their heritage 
as poor slaves in Egypt.  

As Americans, we often have a short memory, because we live for 1 or 2 generations.  As 
Americans, we need to remember the Africans who were enslaved in our country, the Native 
Americans whose land was sold and in my case:  remember my parents lived the realities of the 
Great Depression. 

2. GENEROUS TO THE POOR 

Deut. 15:7. If there is a poor man among you, one of your brothers, in any of the towns of the land 
which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand [act out] 
to your poor brother; but you shall freely open your hand [act out] to him, and generously lend him 
sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks. 

It is hard to harden your heart to someone in your town, on your street.  Having the TTNS Drop in 
Center on our property is a constant reminder that there are poor among us.   

JUSTICE:   

Israel’s constitution (the Torah) establishes a SOCIAL SAFETY NET for the poor: 

wealth and food should be redistributed (gleaning: Deuteronomy 23:24-25; 24:19-20; Leviticus 19:9-
10; 23:22; third-year tithes: Deuteronomy 14:22-29; 26:12-15);  

1. GLEANING 
Lev. 19:9-10  Now when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very corners 
of your field, neither shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. Nor shall you glean your 
vineyard, nor shall you gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the needy 
and for the stranger. I am the LORD your God. 

The rabbis asked, how much should you leave?  According to the Mishnah, a portion of the field, 
at least one-sixtieth, not to be harvested at all – plus leave the droppings and what you 
inadvertently left behind.   

Remember the story of RUTH.  She is gleaning in the field and Boaz instructs his laborers to pull 
out some stalks for her to pick up. 

http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/23/24-25
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/24/19-20
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/19/9-10
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/19/9-10
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/23/22
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/14/22-29
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/26/12-15
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2. THIRD YEAR TITHES 

Deut. 26:12. .., in the third year, the year of tithing, you shall give [your tithe] to the Levite, to the 
stranger, to the orphan and the widow, that they may eat in your towns, and be satisfied. 

3. DEBTS should be relieved on a routine basis (Sabbath year: Leviticus 25:1-7, 21-22; Exodus 21:1-
11; Deuteronomy 15:1-11, 12-18);  

 Every 7th year was to be a Sabbath year.  

Deut. 15:2  If you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve you for six years. In the seventh year he 
is to be set free without having to pay anything. 

When he is set free, you are not to send them away empty handed. But you are to give them 
livestock, grain, and wine.   

The thinking is that if you were a slave and are set free with nothing, you will quickly have to 
sell yourself in debt again.  The Law gave them a chance to make it on their own.  

[from Laron] We don't do that. When your section 8 runs out - you get zero. When you lose 
your welfare benefits, it's immediate. When you get out of prison you get "gate money" - in 
most states $0 - 200 plus a bus ticket – 

The only way you get debts forgiven in our country is by filing for Bankruptcy.  Which you can 
only do if you have enough money to hire a lawyer.  

4. Interest Free Loans to the Poor. Lev 25 

35 “‘If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable to support themselves among 
you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can continue to live among 
you. 36 Do not take interest or any profit from them, but fear your God, so that they may 
continue to live among you. 37 You must not lend them money at interest or sell them food at a 
profit. 

Q: How much interest are the poor charged in our economy?   

If you have a good Credit Rating, you are charged a lower interest, because you are less of a risk 
to a bank.   

But if you have a POOR credit rating (or no rating) what interest rate are you charged at PayDay 
Loans?  

Varies by State, but here is info for.  NEVADA    
Apparently Money does NOT grow on Trees. 

By comparison, APRs on credit cards can range from about 12 - 30 %.  

5. the working conditions of day laborers should be regulated (wages: Deuteronomy 24:14-
15; Leviticus 19:13;  

 You were not to take advantage of a hired worker who is poor.  Pay their wages daily. 

Many employers today pay their workers every 2 weeks…  and some employers, who employ 
undocumented workers, pay them whatever they feel like, whenever they feel like it.   

http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/25/1-7
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/25/21-22
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Exod/21/1-11
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Exod/21/1-11
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/15/1-11
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/15/12-18
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/24/14-15
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Deut/24/14-15
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/19/13
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6. REST: for all – not just the wealthy.   

a. Sabbath day: Exodus 23:10-12; 4th commandment 

Ex 23: 12 “Six days do your work, but on the seventh day do not work, so that your ox and 
your donkey may rest, and so that the slave born in your household and the foreigner 
living among you may be refreshed. 

b. Sabbath years: Exodus 23:10-11); land go fallow.   
23:11 Then the poor among your people may get food from it… 

7. SLIDING SCALE for sacrifices and legal obligations (criminal fines: Exodus 22:2; Leviticus 27:8);, 
sacrifices: Leviticus 5:7, 11; 12:8; 14:21-22;  

If you could not afford a lamb, you could sacrifice 2 doves or pigeons.  =  Joseph and Mary 
sacrificed 2 doves because they could not afford a lamb.  

8. LEGAL JUSTICE should be impartial to the wealthy and the poor (Leviticus 19:5; Exodus 23:3) as 
well as the Israelite and the foreigner. (Numbers 15:15). 

Exodus 23:3 2 “Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do 
not pervert justice by siding with the crowd, 3 and do not show favoritism to a poor person in a 
lawsuit. 

In our country today, justice is not fair across the board, because the wealthy can afford a 
better lawyer.  That is why O.J. Simpson was found not-guilty – he could afford a lawyer, but 
a disproportionate number of his fellow African Americans are sent to prison because they 
cannot afford to pay their own lawyer.  

9. YEAR of the JUBILEE 

Every 50 years.  7 x 7 = 49  Leviticus 25 
10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It 
shall be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your family property and to your own clan. 

Can you imagine – next year, 2016, all the land reverts back to what family owned it in 1966!   

There is no biblical or historical record of the Israelites ever putting into practice the year of 
Jubilee.  It was too radical.  That is the problem with living out some of the principles in the Bible 
– they are too radical! 

God promised that if they lived in the land and obeyed his decrees and laws, that they would 
prosper in the land. 

 

So, the LAW was full of consideration for the poor. In the desert, everyone was on the same level 
playing field.  Everyone in a tent.  Everyone ate manna.  

Fried manna, boiled manna, steamed manna, baked manna, manna chips, mannacoti, mannana 
bread, manna manna manna Manama.   

Many ways = Bare bones existence. 

http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Exod/20/8-11
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Exod/23/10-11
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Exod/22/2
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/27/8
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/5/7
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/5/11
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/12/8
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/14/21-22
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Lev/19/5
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Exod/23/3
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Num/15/15
http://bibles.org/eng-GNTD/Exod/23/3
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Yet God knew that the playing field would not always be level.   

Could you imagine playing soccer on a field like this?  Wouldn’t be fair. 

there would always be poor among them.  So in the law were stipulations that covered issues of 
Compassion and Justice.  REVIEW 

Compassion  

 Remember that you yourselves were poor in Egypt 

 Open handed and generous to the poor 

Justice:  Legal implications as well – some of the laws are very compassionate, but they are laws. 

 Gleaning 

 Third year tithes 

 Debts forgiven every 7 years. 

 Providing a freed slave with the means to 
survive and flourish 

 No interest loans for the poor. 

 Fair wages, paid daily 

 Day or rest for everyone 

 Impartial justice system 

 Year of the Jubilee 

 

My friends, the world we live in is not a level playing field.  I have played on the upper end of the field most of 
my life.  God’s instructions for what he foresaw in a unleveled playing field  

COMPASSION includes being generous with those in need, having an open hand toward the poor.  Meeting 
the needs of those in distress. 

 The TTNS Drop In Center is mostly about Compassion. 

 Relief work after a Hurricane or Tornado or Earthquake would be ministries of Compassion 

 Food, clothing, shelter, medical 

 deep awareness of the basic and/or immediate needs of another human coupled with action to 
alleviate this suffering. 

JUSTICE on the other hand, deals with changing the system.  

Compassion is like throwing bottles of Gatorade to the team on the right. 

Justice = leveling the playing field.   

Q:  How would you literally do that on this soccer pitch? 

Either lower the end of the rich guys or raise up the end of the poor guys. = JUSTICE   Bulldozers / Jack 
Hammers 

 Abolishing Slavery was a matter of justice 

 Revisiting Broken Treaties with Native Americans = moving toward justice 

 Breaking up monopolies and child labor laws were matters of justice 

 Justice goes beyond just meeting a need; it seeks to encourage, empower and develop people 
toward self-sufficiency. 
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http://compassion.willowcreek.org/what-is-the-difference-between-compassion-and-justice/   
Justice issues are complex and multifaceted.  In South Africa, for example, women are oppressed 
because they can’t own property.  In some countries, relief dollars pad the pockets of corrupt 
government officials instead of easing poverty and disease.  Justice eradicates root causes by creating 
societal change and giving people back the dignity of providing for themselves 

Historically, the church has been involved in both issues of compassion and justice.  But getting 
involved in justice issues tends to be trickier. Justice can be a political issue. Justice seeks to change 
laws that disproportionately affect the poor.  The people that God spells our who need to be 
protected:  the poor, widows, orphans, immigrant. 

God designed a system in which the poor would be taken care of, and given an opportunity to resort back to 
previous place of land ownership.    

GROUPS 

Q:  What should be our response as Christians toward issues of Poverty in our country / world today?  

The United States was founded on Judeo Christian principles.  Though we are not a “Christian Country”, 
because we are a democracy, we are given the freedom to advocate for Justice for the Poor.   

So in this series, Laron and I have some goals in mind. 

1. Understand the importance of God’s Heart for the Poor in the Scriptures.   

2. Move us as Christians to Action. 

 Compassion / Generosity 

 Considerations re: issues of Justice.   

Next Week, I want to take a look at what happened to the Israelites when they entered the Land.  Q:  Any 
guess on to whether they lived up to God’s design in taking care of the poor? 

End with this Scripture: Deut. 15:4-7 
4 However, there need be no poor people among you, for in the land the Lord your God is giving you to 
possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, 5 if only you fully obey the Lord your God and are careful 
to follow all these commands I am giving you today.  … 

7 If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the Lord your God is giving you, 
do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them. 

PRAY 

 

http://compassion.willowcreek.org/what-is-the-difference-between-compassion-and-justice/

