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September 4, 2016 Poverty Week 5 – 
Cannibal Stew 

Read Micah 3:1-4 and Isaiah 
10:1-4 (the message)  

Handout:  Poverty and Justice in 
the OT Prophets 

 

LARON first said a few things to clarify last week – in separate document 

NOTE:  There is much more material in this sermon than was actually preached! 

INTRO:  Tomorrow is Labor Day, (pregnant woman) the first Monday in September,  

Labor Day is called the "unofficial end of summer (snoopy)"[ (summer officially ends at the September 
Equinox anytime from September 21 to 24).  

In U.S. sports, Labor Day Weekend marks the beginning of many fall sports. 

College Football:  Florida State vs. Old Miss. usually play their first games that weekend 

(NFL) traditionally play their kickoff game the Thursday following Labor Day. 

Labor Day is another day for Sales.   

In fashion, Labor Day is (or was) considered the last day when it is acceptable to wear 
white or seersucker.  Try telling this guy not to wear white! 

Q:  So, who out there is wearing white or seesucker?  Congratulations.  We just don’t want to see that 
outfit again until spring!  (just kidding – who am I to be the fashion police?) 

Q:  What do we celebrate on Labor Day? 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated in 1882, in New York City, in accordance with the plans of the 
Central Labor Union.  The first state bill was passed by Oregon.  

Following the deaths of 30 workers at the hands of United States Army and United States Marshals 
Service during the Pullman Strike of 1894, the United States Congress unanimously voted to approve 
legislation to make Labor Day a national holiday  

Labor Day supports the rights of Workers and Labor Unions to have fair working conditions and fair 
wages.   

Like so many of our holidays, Labor Day generally lacks the punch of its original intent.  

I think it is appropriate that we are in a series on Poverty in Scripture, talking about the fair treating of 
the poor.  One major aspect of that is how the poor are to be treated as workers, Fair Wages, Fair 
working condition.  

Review series to date 

 There should be no poor among you 

 2,000 verses in Scripture re: justice, poverty, the oppressed, etc.   
If we do not heed God’s word re: poverty and Justice, there is a hole in our Gospel 

 In the Law, God laid out his Blueprint re: caring for the poor.  

 It involved acts of Compassion 

 And Laws assuring Fair treatment. - Justice 

 God’s heart for the poor reflects a level playing field. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day#cite_note-WBIR-8
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 God sent his prophets – Were not happy with the way God’s people were living.   
At the heart of God’s displeasure with his people was what happened to the poor.  

 6 prophets who deal specifically with poverty and oppression.  Chronological order.  

Explain HANDOUT.  Selected verses from 6 different OT prophets – in chronological order.  Cover 200 years 
of Jewish History.  I have put some phrases in bold, to highlight certain things.  3 Bible Versions:  NIV 
(default) NLT and The Message. (You can download the handout in a separate document) 

Q:  How many of you read AMOS?  Thoughts? 

Sermon Title from Amos 5:24  But let justice roll on like a river,  
Righteousness like and ever flowing stream 

Amos (last week) prophet to Israel 700’s B.C.)  

Both Micah and Isaiah followed Amos, but prophesied to Judah during the years that Israel (North) was taken 
captive by the Assyrians.  

One consequence of this event was that REFUGEES from the north swelled the population of Jerusalem to 3-4 
times what it had been.  This new population strained the resources of the city.  It simply did not have the 
resources to absorb the numbers of people who came looking for protections.   

Q:  Sound like a refugee crisis of today? 

 Prices went up for basic necessities. 

 Expanded labor market brought down wages.   

 = boon to the rich 
Today, I’d like to fly through the handout.  HOMEWORK is to read it through.   

Micah 2 (NLT) 

What sorrow awaits you who lie awake at night, 
    thinking up evil plans. 
You rise at dawn and hurry to carry them out, 
    simply because you have the power to do so. 
2 When you want a piece of land, 
    you find a way to seize it. 
When you want someone’s house, 
    you take it by fraud and violence. 
You cheat a man of his property, 
    stealing his family’s inheritance. 

We have seen how God’s plan was for every family to have a plot of land.  That land was to be passed down 
generation to generation. And even if they lost their land, it was to be returned to the family in the year of 
Jubilee, every 50 years.  

The powerful in Judah in Micah’s day, were seizing a person’s ancestral holdings, probably through 
foreclosures on debts not paid.   

Sounds like 2008 mortgage practices in the US.  Subprime Mortgage.   
Give a loan to someone who cannot pay it back.  Then package those loans to investors as mortgage backed 
securities.  Lots of people lost their shirts.   
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5 Others will set your boundaries then, 
    and the Lord’s people will have no say 
    in how the land is divided. 

Others will take their lands.  The Lord’s people will have no say in how the land is divided.  

Skipped this section to “Jerusalem’s priests and prophets” in Sermon 

Remember God’s ideal for his people in the land.  The ideal Israelite society was not to have a class of debt-
slaves, laborers, or sharecroppers.  Everyone was to have their own land and access to the means of product 
ion.   

The actions of Judah’s elite were creating poverty.  

Micah 3  (The Message) 
1-4 Then I said: 
“Listen, leaders of Jacob, leaders of Israel: 
    Don’t you know anything of justice? 
Haters of good, lovers of evil: 
    Isn’t justice in your job description? 
But you skin my people alive. 
    You rip the meat off their bones. 
You break up the bones, chop the meat, 
    and throw it in a pot for CANNIBAL STEW.” 

Shocking Hyperpole. Cannibal Stew = Sermon Title for Today.   

The people responsible for the administration of justice, the elders and judges, who  should have been the 
guardians of God’s Law, - 10 commandments, morality, fairness, justice, are stealing from the poor to become 
rich. The priests and common prophets should be protesting the corruption, but they are MUM.  I am a pastor, 
according to Micah, justice is in my job description! 

Micah 3:9-11 
9 Hear this, you leaders 
of Jacob, 
    you rulers of Israel, 
who despise justice 
    and distort all that is 
right; 
10 who build Zion with 
bloodshed, 
    and Jerusalem with 
wickedness. 
 

11 Her leaders judge for a bribe, 
    her priests teach for a price, 
    and her prophets tell fortunes for money. 
Yet they look for the LORD’s support and say, 
    “Is not the LORD among us? 
    No disaster will come upon us.” 

 

Skipped to here 

Jerusalem’s priest and prophets sold out to the powerful and wealthy.  When we think of prophets in OT, 
we think of the ones who made it into the Bible.  But there were other prophets.  They were ones who 
prophesied good things.  Everything is going to be just fine!  God is on our side!  Don’t worry – Be happy!   
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Not only has archeology shown that there was a great disparity of construction during the decades leading 
up to the end of the Northern Kingdom, There was also great building activities going on in Jerusalem 
during Micah’s ministry.  

ISAIAH: Prophet to Judah 740-681 

One of the early verses I memorized and sang a song about was Isaiah 1:18  SING 

“Come now, let us reason together, (that’s what God says) 
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 
    they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
    they shall become like wool. 

Beautiful description of forgiveness of sin.  That which was stained scarlet and red like crimson, will become 
like snow or wool.  I loved that verse.  Great verse for today’s communion.  The red blood of Jesus washes 
away our sins!  But I never read it in CONTEXT.    

13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
    Your incense is detestable to me. 
16 Wash and make yourselves clean. 
    Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 
    stop doing wrong. 
17 Learn to do right; seek justice. 
    Defend the oppressed. 

Take up the cause of the fatherless; 
    plead the case of the widow. 
18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” 
    says the Lord. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, 
    they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red as crimson, 
    they shall be like wool. 

 
Context of this beautiful verse about repentance for meaningless religious acts and lack of justice, defending 
the oppressed, fatherless and widow.   
 
Isaiah began his ministry during perhaps the most prosperous period of the kingdom of Judah.  But like Amos 
described the Northern Kingdom (Israel), Isaiah’s prophecy reveals that during this time of economic growth, 
Judah was becoming two societies:  one made up of PEOPLE OF MEANS (royal officials, wealthy traders, and 
owner of large estates – and the POOR, who paid the price for Judah’s prosperity with their labor and 
mortgaged land.   
 
Skipped this section in sermon till Isaiah 58 video 
In chapter 3:16, Isaiah calls judgment on the women of Zion, who plunder the poor.   

16 The Lord says, 
    “The women of Zion are haughty,   
walking along with outstretched necks, 
    flirting with their eyes, 
strutting along with swaying hips, 
    with ornaments jingling on their ankles. 
17 Therefore the Lord will bring sores on the heads of the women of Zion; 
    the Lord will make their scalps bald.” 

 (The Message) 



5 
 

18-23 The time is coming when the Master will strip them of their fancy Jewelry—the dangling earrings, 
anklets and bracelets, combs and mirrors and silk scarves, diamond brooches and pearl necklaces, the 
rings on their fingers and the rings on their toes, the latest fashions in hats, exotic perfumes and 
aphrodisiacs, gowns and capes, all the world’s finest in fabrics and design. 

 
Isaiah 10:1-4 (The Message) 

1-4 Doom to you who LEGISLATE EVIL, 
    who make laws that make victims— 
Laws that make misery for the poor, 
    that rob my destitute people of dignity, 
Exploiting defenseless widows, 
    taking advantage of homeless children. 
What will you have to say on Judgment Day, 
    when Doomsday arrives out of the blue? 
Who will you get to help you? 
    What good will your money do you? 

 
My friends.  We live in a country where our votes and our involvements can make laws.  Our society is in 
many ways like the times of Amos and Isaiah.  The Rich are getting richer and the poor are being left 
behind.  I believe that part of it has to do with legislation.   

We need to encourage lawmakers to support measures that care for the poor.    
For the worker on Labor Day.  To make a living wage.  

Isaiah 58 talks about a TRUE FAST  

3b “Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 
    and exploit all your workers. 
They are bowing their heads, acting “religious”, putting on Sackcloth and ashes,  

Q:  have you ever worn sackcloth and ashes? – really uncomfortable 

Skipped to here 

VIDEO – The Amazing Grace Kids Isaiah 58:6-12 
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
    and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free 
    and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
when you see the naked, to clothe them, 
    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, 
    and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 
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9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; 
    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
    with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
    and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you always; 
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
    and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
    like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 

Skipped this section in sermon 

One more Prophet 

Ezekiel, who was a prophet to the Jews who were captives in Babylon has some choice words of judgment for 
God’s people (593-571).    Ezekiel 16 compares their sins to the sins of Sodom.   

Q:  what were the sins of Sodom?    the Story of Sodom in Genesis.  Where we get the word “Sodomy” 
in the English Language.  Probably what was going on was Homosexual Gang Rape (military sign of 
dominance)    

Q:  Do you know how Ezekiel described the sin of Sodom?  

Ezekiel 16:49-50 NIV 

49 “‘Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. 50 They were haughty and did detestable things 
before me. Therefore I did away with them as you have seen. 

Ezekiel does not mention the terrible Homosexual gang rape!  He says they were overfed and did not 
help the poor and needy!  Wow!  Did you ever see that one before? 

Rest of Handout = HOMEWORK 

I’m not sure I am the one to prognosticate the future of the United States of America.  But, not only has our 

country become less and less Christian.  You see it in… 

 State of Marriage / Divorce 

 Breakdown of Families in General 

 Lack of Morality in Western Culture in General 

 Drugs 

 Incarceration Rate highest in the world  

 Lack of fairness in our justice system – disproportionate number of people of color 
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 Racial Divide 

 Not Caring for the POOR.   

 GAP between the RICH And POOR 

= the aspect of the lack of morality which is most overlooked.   

Systemic (national policies), Embarrassment to the church.  I am not a prophet – just saying.  The United 

States of American is in a precarious place as a “moral nation” – “supposed “Christian” nation.   

Skipped to here 

Isaiah 1:18  - REPENT  

Come, let us reason together.    

Though your sins are like scarlet, 

They shall be white as snow 

Though they are like crimson 

They shall be as wool.   

Communion.   


