
Selected Verses on  

POVERTY and JUSTICE in the Old Testament Prophets1 
 

 

AMOS  

prophet to Israel – 700’s B.C. 

Amos 2 
6 This is what the Lord says: 

“For three sins of Israel, 
    even for four, I will not relent. 
They sell the innocent for silver, 
    and the needy for a pair of sandals. 
7 They trample on the heads of the poor 
    as on the dust of the ground 
    and deny justice to the oppressed. 
Father and son use the same girl 
    and so profane my holy name. 
8 They lie down beside every altar 
    on garments taken in pledge. 
In the house of their god 
    they drink wine taken as fines. 

Amos 3 
10 “They do not know how to do right,” declares 
the Lord, 
    “who store up in their fortresses 
    what they have plundered and looted.” 
15 I will tear down the winter house 
    along with the summer house; 
the houses adorned with ivory will be destroyed 
    and the mansions will be demolished,” 
declares the Lord. 

Amos 4   

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan on Mount 
Samaria, 
    you women who oppress the poor and crush the 
needy 
    and say to your husbands, “Bring us some drinks!” 

Amos 5 

6Seek the Lord and live, 
    or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a 
fire; 
it will devour them, 
    and Bethel will have no one to quench it. 
7 There are those who turn justice into bitterness 
    and cast righteousness to the ground. 

10 There are those who hate the one who upholds 
justice in court 
    and detest the one who tells the truth. 
11 You levy a straw tax on the poor 
    and impose a tax on their grain. 
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, 
    you will not live in them; 
though you have planted lush vineyards, 
    you will not drink their wine. 
12 For I know how many are your offenses 
    and how great your sins. 

There are those who oppress the innocent and take 
bribes 
    and deprive the poor of justice in the courts. 
13 Therefore the prudent keep quiet in such times, 
    for the times are evil. 
14 Seek good, not evil, 
    that you may live. 
Then the Lord God Almighty will be with you, 
    just as you say he is. 
15 Hate evil, love good; 
    maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the Lord God Almighty will have mercy 
    on the remnant of Joseph. 
21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 
    your assemblies are a stench to me. 

24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
    righteousness like a never-failing stream! 



Amos 6 

4 You lie on beds adorned with ivory 
    and lounge on your couches.    
You dine on choice lambs 
    and fattened calves. 
5 You strum away on your harps like David 
    and improvise on musical instruments.   
6 You drink wine by the bowlful 
    and use the finest lotions, … 
7 Therefore you will be among the first to go into 
exile; 
    your feasting and lounging will end.  … 

Amos 8 
4 Hear this, you who trample the needy 
    and do away with the poor of the land, 

5 saying, “When will the New Moon be over 
    that we may sell grain, 
and the Sabbath be ended 
    that we may market wheat?”— 
skimping on the measure, 
    boosting the price 
    and cheating with dishonest scales, 
6 buying the poor with silver 
    and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
    selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 

 

MICAH  

prophet to Judah – (700’s B.C.) 

Micah 2 (NLT) 

What sorrow awaits you who lie awake at night, 
    thinking up evil plans. 
You rise at dawn and hurry to carry them out, 
    simply because you have the power to do so. 
2 When you want a piece of land, 
    you find a way to seize it. 
When you want someone’s house, 
    you take it by fraud and violence. 
You cheat a man of his property, 
    stealing his family’s inheritance. 

3 But this is what the Lord says: 
“I will reward your evil with evil; 
    you won’t be able to pull your neck out of the 
noose. 
You will no longer walk around proudly, 
    for it will be a terrible time.” 
4 In that day your enemies will make fun of you 
    by singing this song of despair about you: 
    “We are finished, 
        completely ruined! 
    God has confiscated our land, 
        taking it from us. 
    He has given our fields 
        to those who betrayed us.” 
5 Others will set your boundaries then, 
    and the Lord’s people will have no say 
    in how the land is divided. 

 

Micah 3  (The Message) 
1-4 Then I said: 
“Listen, leaders of Jacob, leaders of Israel: 
    Don’t you know anything of justice? 
Haters of good, lovers of evil: 
    Isn’t justice in your job description? 
But you skin my people alive. 
    You rip the meat off their bones. 
You break up the bones, chop the meat, 
    and throw it in a pot for CANNIBAL STEW.” 

4 The time’s coming, though, when these same 
leaders 
    will cry out for help to God, but he won’t listen. 
He’ll turn his face the other way 
    because of their history of evil. 

(NIV)  9 Hear this, you leaders of Jacob, 
    you rulers of Israel, 
who despise justice 
    and distort all that is right; 
10 who build Zion with bloodshed, 
    and Jerusalem with wickedness. 
11 Her leaders judge for a bribe, 
    her priests teach for a price, 
    and her prophets tell fortunes for money. 
Yet they look for the Lord’s support and say, 
    “Is not the Lord among us? 
    No disaster will come upon us.” 



ISAIAH 
Prophet to Judah 740-681 

Isaiah 1 
13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
    Your incense is detestable to me. 

16 Wash and make yourselves clean. 
    Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 
    stop doing wrong. 
17 Learn to do right; seek justice. 
    Defend the oppressed. 
Take up the cause of the fatherless; 
    plead the case of the widow. 
18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” 
    says the Lord. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, 
    they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red as crimson, 
    they shall be like wool. 
23 Your rulers are rebels, 
    partners with thieves; 
they all love bribes 
    and chase after gifts. 
They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; 
    the widow’s case does not come before them. 

Isaiah 3 
13 The Lord takes his place in court; 
    he rises to judge the people. 
14 The Lord enters into judgment 
    against the elders and leaders of his people: 
“It is you who have ruined my vineyard; 
    the plunder from the poor is in your houses. 
15 What do you mean by crushing my people 
    and grinding the faces of the poor?” 
declares the Lord, the Lord Almighty. 

16 The Lord says, 
    “The women of Zion are haughty, 
walking along with outstretched necks, 
    flirting with their eyes, 
strutting along with swaying hips, 
    with ornaments jingling on their ankles. 
17 Therefore the Lord will bring sores on the heads of 
the women of Zion; 
    the Lord will make their scalps bald.” 

Isaiah 3  (The Message) 

18-23 The time is coming when the Master will strip 
them of their fancy Jewelry—the dangling earrings, 
anklets and bracelets, combs and mirrors and silk 
scarves, diamond brooches and pearl necklaces, the 
rings on their fingers and the rings on their toes, the 
latest fashions in hats, exotic perfumes and 
aphrodisiacs, gowns and capes, all the world’s finest 
in fabrics and design. 

Isaiah 9 
17 Therefore the Lord will take no pleasure in the 
young men, 
    nor will he pity the fatherless and widows, 
for everyone is ungodly and wicked, 
    every mouth speaks folly. 

Isaiah 10 (The Message) 
1-4 Doom to you who legislate evil, 
    who make laws that make victims— 

Laws that make misery for the poor, 
    that rob my destitute people of dignity, 
Exploiting defenseless widows, 
    taking advantage of homeless children. 
What will you have to say on Judgment Day, 
    when Doomsday arrives out of the blue? 
Who will you get to help you? 
    What good will your money do you? 

Isaiah 58   True Fasting 

58 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. 
    Raise your voice like a trumpet. 
Declare to my people their rebellion 
    and to the descendants of Jacob their sins. 
2 For day after day they seek me out; 
    they seem eager to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that does what is right 
    and has not forsaken the commands of its God. 
They ask me for just decisions 
    and seem eager for God to come near them. 
3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, 
    ‘and you have not seen it? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, 
    and you have not noticed?’ 

“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you 
please 
    and exploit all your workers. 
 



Isaiah 58 (continued)  

4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 
    and in striking each other with wicked fists. 
You cannot fast as you do today 
    and expect your voice to be heard on high. 
5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, 
    only a day for people to humble themselves? 
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed 
    and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? 
Is that what you call a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the Lord? 

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
    and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free 
    and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
when you see the naked, to clothe them, 
    and not to turn away from your own flesh and 
blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, 
    and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 
    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
    with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the 
hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
    and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The Lord will guide you always; 
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
    and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
    like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 

ZEPHANIAH 
prophet to Judah (late 600’s B.C) 

Zephaniah 1 (NLT) 

11 Wail in sorrow, all you who live in the market area, 
    for all the merchants and traders will be 
destroyed. 
12 “I will search with lanterns in Jerusalem’s darkest 
corners 
    to punish those who sit complacent in their sins. 
They think the Lord will do nothing to them, 
    either good or bad. 
13 So their property will be plundered, 
    their homes will be ransacked. 
They will build new homes 
    but never live in them. 
They will plant vineyards 
    but never drink wine from them. 

Zephaniah 3 
1 Woe to the city of oppressors, 
    rebellious and defiled! 

 

JEREMIAH  

prophet to Judah 626-585   

Jeremiah 5:26-29  (NLT) 

26 “Among my people are wicked men 
    who lie in wait for victims like a hunter hiding in a 
blind. 
They continually set traps 
    to catch people. 
27 Like a cage filled with birds, 
    their homes are filled with evil plots. 
    And now they are great and rich. 
28 They are well fed and groomed, 
    and there is no limit to their wicked deeds. 
They refuse to provide justice to orphans 
    and deny the rights of the poor. 
29 Should I not punish them for this?” says the Lord. 
    “Should I not avenge myself against such a nation?



Jeremiah 7:3-7 (NLT)  

3 This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God 
of Israel, says: 

“‘Even now, if you quit your evil ways, I will let you 
stay in your own land. 4 But don’t be fooled by those 
who promise you safety simply because the Lord’s 
Temple is here. They chant, “The Lord’s Temple is 
here! The Lord’s Temple is here!” 5 But I will be 
merciful only if you stop your evil thoughts and 
deeds and start treating each other with 
justice; 6 only if you stop exploiting foreigners, 
orphans, and widows; only if you stop your 
murdering; and only if you stop harming yourselves 
by worshiping idols. 7 Then I will let you stay in this 
land that I gave to your ancestors to keep forever. 

Jeremiah 22:13-17 (NLT) 

A Message about Jehoiakim 
13 And the Lord says, “What sorrow awaits 
Jehoiakim, 
    who builds his palace with forced labor. 
He builds injustice into its walls, 
    for he makes his neighbors work for nothing. 
    He does not pay them for their labor. 
14 He says, ‘I will build a magnificent palace 
    with huge rooms and many windows. 
I will panel it throughout with fragrant cedar 
    and paint it a lovely red.’ 
15 But a beautiful cedar palace does not make a great 
king! 
    Your father, Josiah, also had plenty to eat and 
drink. 
But he was just and right in all his dealings. 
    That is why God blessed him. 
16 He gave justice and help to the poor and needy, 
    and everything went well for him. 
Isn’t that what it means to know me?” 
    says the Lord. 
17 “But you! You have eyes only for greed and 
dishonesty! 
    You murder the innocent, 
    oppress the poor, and reign ruthlessly.” 

EZEKIEL 

prophet to the Jews captive in Babylon (593-571) 

Ezekiel 16 
49 “‘Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She 
and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. 
50 They were haughty and did detestable things 
before me. Therefore I did away with them as you 
have seen. 

Ezekiel 18:5-9  (The Message) 
5-9 “Imagine a person who lives well, treating others 
fairly, keeping good relationships— 

    doesn’t eat at the pagan shrines, 
    doesn’t worship the idols so popular in Israel, 
    doesn’t seduce a neighbor’s spouse, 
    doesn’t indulge in casual sex, 
    doesn’t bully anyone, 
    doesn’t pile up bad debts, 
    doesn’t steal, 
    doesn’t refuse food to the hungry, 
    doesn’t refuse clothing to the ill-clad, 
    doesn’t exploit the poor, 
    doesn’t live by impulse and greed, 
    doesn’t treat one person better than another, 
But lives by my statutes and faithfully 
    honors and obeys my laws. 
This person who lives upright and well 
    shall live a full and true life. 
        Decree of God, the Master. 

Ezekiel 22  (NLT) 

29 Even common people oppress the poor, rob the 
needy, and deprive foreigners of justice. 
31 So now I will pour out my fury on them, consuming 
them with the fire of my anger. I will heap on their 
heads the full penalty for all their sins. I, the 
Sovereign Lord, have spoken!” 

                                                             
1 Scripture is from the NIV (New International Version), unless 
noted NLT (New Living Translation), or The Message.  Passages 
in Bold are for emphasis.  Compiled by Mac Taylor. 


